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Publisher‘s note
So much changed at Tone Madison in 2021 that I don’t think any other year we’ve had really 
compares, not even the utter chaos of 2020. We started running payroll for our part-time editors. 
Like actual payroll that a grown-up organization has. It’s kind of terrifying! But it’s amazing! Just 
to have enough coming in to actually start building up a staff is such a huge step for us. 

We’ve put a ton of work in over the past year to get more organized behind the scenes. Oona 
Mackesey-Green joined our staff as managing editor over the summer and has truly managed, 
putting structures and processes in place that make it easier for everyone here to plan and 
communicate. We really, really needed this. But we also managed to keep a healthy dose of chaos 
that makes Tone Madison fun and interesting. 

This was also our first year participating in NewsMatch, a national matching grant program for 
non-profit news outlets. The match money is crucial, but we only get it if our readers donate. 
All told, our year-end NewsMatch fundraiser brought in more than $40,000 to support our 
journalism. For a tiny organization that has been struggling along for years, that is absolutely 
massive. This gives us a chance to not just survive, but to grow, and to truly leave a lasting mark 
on our community. 

We also received a $10,000 grant from the Madison Cooperative Development Coalition, and 
are in the process of gradually converting Tone Madison into a worker-owned cooperative—a 
structure that suits the way we’re already trying to run things, and that we believe will make Tone 
Madison more sustainable and safe from outside interference. We still have to work really hard to 
raise money and to get our work done with a small staff, but the work is paying off. The support 
that you, our readers, have provided over the years is also paying off. 

All sorts of wild stuff happened in 2021. We had a short documentary in the Wisconsin Film 
Festival. We put out a fundraiser compilation of music by Tone Madison contributors. We created 
one of the most upsetting T-shirts in Madison history. 

To close out a banner year for Tone Madison, we were selected to participate in a partnership with 
Indiegraf Media that has already brought us a revitalized website. The folks at Indiegraf specialize 
in making small independent publications sustainable, and in 2022 they will also help us raise 
money and grow our audience.

Going forward, we will still depend primarily on support from our community of readers. Here’s a 
look back at what we pulled off in 2021. We can have even bigger and better years ahead with your 
help.

With gratitude,

Scott Gordon, Publisher
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Tone Madison actually brought in more 
money than it spent in 2021. Readers 
donated $40,444.13 over the course 
of the year, in the form of both recurring 
and one-off donations. During our year-
end campaign, reader donations enabled 
us to access $28,775.38 of matching 
funds through the national NewsMatch 
program. The matching funds themselves 
didn’t hit the bank until 2022, but even 
before factoring that in, 2021 was our 
most successful year yet for fundraising. 

And we kept those resources focused 
where they matter most: paying people in 
our community to write, report, edit, and 
illustrate.

We paid out $32,320 to freelancers 
in 2021.

In the final third of the year, we began 
paying a part-time hourly wage to four 
editors and one fundraising coordinator; 
this totaled up to 15,325.50 for 
the year. The rest of our operational 
expenses, taxes, etc. came in just under 
$12,000. We believe these numbers 
reflect a lean organization with the right 
priorities. 

In 2021 we had 277,895 unique visitors 
and 395,403 page views.

2021 in 
numbers

2021
contributors

The people who bring Tone Madison to life come 
from all backgrounds with a range of experiences.

Thank you to all who contributed in 
2021: 

Luis Acosta Jr., Ian Adcock, Hannah Keziah 
Agustin, Alisyn Amant, Rodlyn-mae Banting, 
Jane Burns, Patricia Connelly, Maxwell 
Courtright, Sasha Debevec-McKeney, Maggie 
Denman, Rachal Duggan, Dave Durbin, 
Emili Earhart, Frank Emspak, Jennifer 
Fierro-Padilla, Sarah Jennings Evans, Jason 
Fuhrman, Edwanike Harbour, Alice Herman, 
Hanna Kohn, Reid Kurkerewicz, Dayna Long, 
Holly Marley-Henschen, John McCracken, 
Emily Mills, Andy Moore, Andrew Mulhearn, 
Jeremy Nealis, nibiiwakamigkwe, nipinet, 
Mike Noto, Elizabeth Marie Lang Oreamuno, 
Neal Patten, Alejandra Perez, Lewis Peterson, 
Kailea Saplan, Sami Schalk, Kavin Senapathy, 
Sannidhi Shukla, Shaysa Sidebottom, Loren 
Sommer, Tom Whitcomb, Ashley Wilkinson, 
Olivia R. Williams



In 2021 we spent a lot of time unpacking thorny local 
policy issues, often devoting multiple in-depth pieces 
to a single subject. Dan Fitch kicked off a series of 
analyses of the ever more bloated Dane County Jail 
project. Olivia R. Williams gave us three distinct 
angles on development and affordable housing 
in Madison, urging a commitment to bigger and 
better outcomes while also digging deep into the 
analytical nitty-gritty. Holly Marley-Henschen was 
the only journalist in town to meaningfully call out 
the Comedy Club on State’s decision to book Louis 
CK in the wake of his sexual misconduct scandal. In 
the protracted political battle over Bus Rapid Transit 
in downtown Madison, commentaries from Dayna 
Long and Marybeth McGinnis cut through the noise 
and challenged business interests’ attempts to hijack 
the conversation. Emily Mills, meanwhile, reported 
several excellent stories about battles against an 
alarming tide of transphobia, both at the state Capitol 
and in East Side neighborhoods.

Politics
in 2021

From top to bottom: Dan Fitch’s zig-zagging illustration 
for his analysis of the Dane County Jail project; 
Rachal Duggan’s illustration of Louis CK for Holly 
Marley-Henschen’s article “Comedy on State to host 
transphobic masturbating clown”; Andrew Mulhearn’s 
illustration for Olivia Williams’ article “Housing 
development within F-35 flight path expected to 
proceed.”

https://tonemadison.com/articles/public-health-public-safety-and-the-people-caught-in-the-coils/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/public-health-public-safety-and-the-people-caught-in-the-coils/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/author/olivia-r-williams/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/author/olivia-r-williams/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/comedy-on-state-to-host-transphobic-masturbating-clown-1/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/state-street-businesses-should-not-call-the-shots-on-bus-rapid-transit/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/state-street-businesses-should-not-call-the-shots-on-bus-rapid-transit/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/dont-let-a-few-alders-and-madisons-business-lobby-obstruct-bus-rapid-transit/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/the-heart-and-harm-of-wisconsins-hearings-on-transgender-athletes/
https://tonemadison.com/articles/sticking-it-to-transphobes-in-tenney-park-and-beyond/


For much of the year, Elizabeth Marie Lang 
Oreamuno provided essential reporting in 
Madison’s visual-art world, exploring not 
just the creative perspectives at work here 
but also the fraught politics and economics 
artists face. She even single-handedly shot, 
edited, and produced a short documentary 
on artist Rodrigo Carapia. Dr. Sami Schalk’s 
Pleasure Practices column completed its 
first full year, bringing readers monthly 
insights on self-empowerment through self-
care. Holly Marley-Henschen launched an 
unconventional outdoorsy column, Making 
The Nature Scene, reporting on everything 
from crane preservation to effigy mounds. 
Microtones, our newsletter-first column, 
continued to serve as a home for strange 
and whimsical tangents, including Oona 
Mackesey-Green’s descent into bouncy-ball 
mayhem and Ben Munson’s look back at 
the great butter fire of 1991. Steven Spoerl 
kept an eye on efforts to make Madison’s 
skateboarding community more inclusive.

Arts &
Culture

From top to bottom: A photo of a bird, framed 
with an original illustration from Maggie 
Denman, for the Making The Nature Scene 
Column; a photo of artist Jenie Gao in her 
Madison studio, for Elizabeth Marie Lang 
Oreamuno’s “exit interview” with Gao; Rodney 
Lambright II’s illustration for Dr. Sami Schalk’s 
Pleasure Practices column. 
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Adapting to the unpredictable cinema 
landscape in 2021 proved to be as demanding 
as it was stimulating. We began the year 
squarely set on streaming releases without 
the reality of traditional theatrical exhibition. 
Maxwell Courtright continued his dedication 
to pockets of experimental film, offering 
insightful reflections on filmmakers like John 
Smith, Barbara Hammer, and Jessica Sarah 
Rinland. John McCracken penned an elegiac 
tribute to the bygone era of video rental 
chains, as Family Video shuttered in January. 
In terms of revival, Grant Phipps touched 
base with Jim Horwitz about his elusive “no-
budget” art film Grodmin, made 20 years ago 
on Hi-8 cassette tapes around UW-Madison 
campus. Phipps also revealed Public History 
Project’s diligent work behind a long-buried 
short documentary on Madison redlining and 
housing discrimination in the early 1960s.

In May, every writer chipped in for sweeping 
coverage of the Wisconsin Film Festival’s 
first-ever virtual version, examining 23 films 

in eight separate articles. Jason Fuhrman’s 
dual look at two features by Black directors 
mirrors the researched, intrepid writing of 
The New Yorker’s Richard Brody. Summer 
brought us all back to the cinemas, albeit 
cautiously, and we resumed our customary 
calendar previews. Hanna Kohn, Lewis 
Peterson, and audio editor Sarah Jennings 
Evans deserve many thanks for their help in 
revitalizing the Four Star podcast, as we first 
committed to a talk about an experimental 
animation anthology, Circumstantial 
Pleasures, and then Andrzej Żuławski’s cult 
horror film, Possession. Ian Adcock joined 
for the latter, adding commentary to his 
characteristic devotion of genre films. In 
November, Alisyn Amant offered a thoughtful 
reading on a sneak screening of Fabian: 
Going To The Dogs, proving to be a most vital 
addition to a team searching for what most 
enlivens them in a medium that continues to 
endure precariousness of a post-pandemic 
world.

Film From left to right: The west side’s Silver Cinemas, 
better known as Market Square, during its all 
too brief comeback. Ian Adcock, Grant Phipps, 
Hanna Kohn, and Lewis Peterson pose at Four 
Star Video after recording a film podcast at the 
beloved downtown video store.
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We spent an enormous amount of time 
on local music in 2021, as Tone Madison 
committed itself to being as equitable and 
as intentional with its coverage as our 
collective capacity allowed. We tackled 
the frenetic legacy of jazz pianist Joan 
Wildman, pursued intensive interviews 
with local musical mainstays, and reviewed 
new releases that caught our attention. Our 
year-end coverage was more in-depth than 
it’s ever been, a choice that was born out of 
necessity and frustration as a response to 
other local publications’ lack of effort. We 
ran round-ups, memorial pieces, and kept 
an eye trained on shifting venue mandates 
as the world continued to feel the impact of 
COVID-19. We published colorful essays, 
examinations of funding allotments, and 
critically surveyed the continuing problem 
of glaring disparities within Madison 
music’s landscape. 

Whether our writers were talking with 
a beloved local booker, a prolific audio 
engineer, a new venue, or a label, they 
did it with genuine passion, curiosity, and 
understanding. We weren’t all talk either: 
a number of Tone Madison freelancers 
and editors banded together for a Tone 
Madison compilation record, which 
exclusively featured the musical projects of 
our contributors, whose cumulative insight 
continued to prove invaluable.

From top to bottom: Steven Spoerl’s floral cover 
art for our Contributors compilation; mastering 
engineer Justin Perkins at work in his studio; a 
collection of album covers from Madison-based 
artists, for our 2021 year-end coverage of local 
music.

Music
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